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Grammar Explanation

Much or Many
The general rule is: use 'much' with uncountable nouns and 'many' with countable (plural) nouns. 

Both 'much' and 'many' mean 'a large quantity of something' or 'a lot', e.g.

· Do you have much money?
· Many people prefer to live in the countryside these days.
In negative sentences and questions:
We usually use 'much' and 'many' in negative sentences or questions, e.g.

· I don't have much time.

· How much does it cost?

· I haven't seen many films this year.

· Have you read many books in English?


Without a noun after them:
When the meaning is clear, you can use 'much' and 'many' with no noun after it.

· I haven’t eaten much. (food)

· I haven't seen many. (films)

In positive sentences
We can also use 'much' and 'many' in positive sentences after 'so', 'too' and 'as', e.g.

· I have so much work to do this week, it's crazy!
· I can't drink this! There's too much sugar.
· Drink as much water as you can. It's good for you.
Generally, if we use 'much' and 'many' in positive sentences, it is formal and more typical of written English. In spoken English it is more natural to use 'a lot of' or 'lots of'. 

Compare these sentences:

· There has been much research into the subject…(formal, written English)
· I've done a lot of research and I've found that…(informal, spoken English)
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