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	go4english.com Teaching Tip

Writing Activities 




Writing activities can be incorporated into any topic in your class. The Kids Zone theme for February on go4english.com is Road Safety, so here we are going to look at that topic as an example.

Make leaflets
An A4 piece of paper folded into three can make a leaflet with 6 sides to write on. Students can write and design a leaflet about safe driving or safe routes to school.  These can be displayed in your class or in the school library. They can even be given to the new set of children every new school year. Children could also make posters with simple ‘5 steps to safety’ or bookmarks.
Write letters
Textbook letter writing activities are sometimes boring. Get the students to write short letters to each other (‘asking for advice’ letters work very well). They read the letter and then reply. Dear Road Safety Officer, My Dad gets very angry when he is driving. What can I do to help him?!  They can write letters to Al Ahram weekly about a danger spot on their route to school. This can be done in groups. Give them a simple model to follow and send the letter (or email). You never know, it might be published!  
Write quizzes and surveys 
To practice question forms. There are lots of examples of these on the web. Write a survey to find out how people get to school, traffic accident rates, seat belts in the back seats of cars and other safety issues. Make your surveys into a wall display. Even beginners can try this. 
Write a storyboard to go with pictures
A set of cartoons and pictures linked to a child’s route to school can be sequenced. Then with key vocabulary given the students can write the story suggested by the pictures. If you have an artistic class then read the story and let them draw the pictures as well. Make sure they get the writing done before they spend hours on the pictures.
Write poems
With a simple word bank of rhyming words you can have a lot of fun (e.g. cat, fat, sat, hat, rat, splat, or show, no, low, blow, grow, toe)
Link this activity to the idea of sound slogans that are often used in campaigns: 

“A good driver, another survivor” 

Finish the story
Read and do activities on a story (in this case connected with transport or travel) that has a cliff hanger or interesting point. Students get together in a group of 2 or 3 to write the end of the story (in the same style). Let them read each other’s endings. Then read out the real ending. Give prizes for the most original and the most accurate endings. 
General points to remember

Correct each other’s homework and make supportive comments
This is useful for class dynamics and also for looking at how something is written.
Check notebooks!
This is not a ‘writing activity’ but it can tell you a lot about how well your students write. A lot of information missing may mean you are not giving them enough time to write down notes in class. Collect notebooks and check thoroughly every 2-3 weeks. You can also peer check notebooks.
Integrate 
Build writing into your lessons so students are not afraid of it. If you are asking for suggestions to put on the board, sometimes put them in pairs to write down their suggestions first. Have several periods in the lesson where students write one or two sentences, or perhaps a vocabulary or ‘top three’ list. Do not always give them handouts, but give them a chance to make their own notes. Make sure they always have a pencil ready!

Don’t be frightened of writing together with your students; simple tasks can be a lot of fun.
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