Zero in English

Zero is not the only way that we can say ‘nothing’ when we are talking about numbers in English.

Here are some of the ways we say zero and when we say them:

	How we say it
	When we say it
	Example

	zero
	temperatures
	-50  C -  5 degrees below zero


	
	US telephone number
	623 0340 – six two three zero three four zero



	nil
	Sports (except tennis)
	Liverpool won 2 – 0 (two –nil)


	nought / naught
	Before decimal points
	0.34 – nought point three four



	‘oh’
	After decimal points
	2.034 – two point oh three four



	
	Bus or room numbers
	You’re in Room 302


	
	Years
	1906 – nineteen oh six



	
	In phone numbers
	623 0340 - six two three oh three four oh



	
	Bank account numbers
	4012045 – four oh one two oh four five



	love
	Tennis scores
	40 – 0 – forty love



	Zilch
	Informal / slang
	I was paid zip / zilch for all the extra work I did.



	zip
	
	


Here is the meaning of the other words in the Test Yourself activity.
A dozen – this means 12

A grand - this means 1000

 A ton – this means 100

A monkey – this means 500 pounds

An egg – we don’t use this word for a number in English

