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	go4english.com Ask & Answer 
Explanation :Defining and Non-Defining

 Relative Clauses





When we give information, spoken or written, some of it is necessary, and some of it is extra.

Listen to these two mothers talking about their sons.

[image: image1.png]

If native speakers read (or hear) these sentences, they will know that the first woman has only one son, but the second woman has more than one son.

Why?

Look at the sentences again. In the first sentence, we can take out ‘who lives in Birmingham’ (because there are commas), but in the second one we can’t. 

In the second sentence there are no commas, so the information ‘who lives in London’ is essential. This means she is giving us information to help us recognise which son she is talking about.

Compare

‘The man made a lot of money’ (This has no meaning. Which man?)

‘The man who invented the Internet made a lot of money. (This sentence is complete)

We have a definition of the man: This definition is the defining relative clause ‘who invented the Internet’

Compare

‘Einstein, who was married, discovered E=mc2’

‘Einstein discovered E=mc2’

‘who was married’ is extra information. It is not necessary (or non-defining), and to show this we put it between commas.
When we write we use commas to show if the information is extra or essential. When we speak we use pauses to show commas.



My son who lives in London is a Brain Doctor!





My son, who lives in Birmingham, is a dentist.
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