Time words with the Present perfect and Past simple

Learners of English often confuse the time words ‘for’,’since’ and ‘ago’. The table below explains with which verb tense we use each time word:

	Time words often found with the Past simple
	Time words often found with the Present perfect



	ago

Specific times in the past (eg. yesterday, last night, last week, in 1987)
	already

yet

ever/never

since

for

Periods of time which are still in progress or very recent (eg. all my life, this week, this year, just)




Examples

Past simple

Ago

· He was born 82 years ago.

Specific times in the past

· He produced his first album in 1974.

· Last night I went to the Shakira concert.

Present perfect
Already

Although she is only 18 she has already done a world tour.

Yet

· Have you heard her latest single yet?

· No I haven’t bought it yet.

Remember, we only use yet with negatives and questions, to talk about actions which haven’t happened in the past but we think could happen in the future.

Ever/never
· Have you ever heard of Lou Reed?

· No. I have never heard of Lou Reed. Why is he famous?

Remember to use ever with questions only.

Since

  Has lived in since 1998.

For

 Has lived in for years.

I have lived here for a long time.

Remember the difference between since and for:

Since + a specific time eg. 1998, 2001, yesterday, last year.

For + a period of time eg. three years, two weeks, one month, a long time.

Periods of time which are still in progress and/or very recent:
I have studied hard this year so I should do well in my exams!

Just

She has definitely arrived. I have just seen her.

From

Students often misuse the word ‘from’. They use it like this:

I have been working here from three years X This is not correct
We use from only when we are interested in what happened between two different times in the past:

I worked there from 1992 until 1998.

In England we have to study French in school from the age of eleven until we are sixteen.

