Downloadable document - present perfect or past simple? 
- music and dance-

Here is a summary of when we use the present perfect and when we use the past simple:

	Past simple
	Present perfect

	We say exactly when an action in the past happened (or this is clear from the context).

Completed actions in the past.
	An action which started in the past and continues to the present.

We don’t say exactly when the action happened.

To talk about how many times we have done something.

To talk about general experience.

The results of the action are important in the present.
The time reference in the sentence includes the present.




Present perfect formation

Positive

I/you/we/they

+
have

+
past participle

s/he/it


+
has

I



have


heard 


it.

He



has

Negative

I/you/we/they

+
haven’t

+
past participle

s/he/it


+
hasn’t

They



haven’t


become famous yet.

She



hasn’t


        produced an album recently.

Questions
Have



you/I/we/they

+ 
past participle


Has


+
s/he/it


Have 



you



been 

to The USA?
Example sentences

Past simple

· Ol Khalsum was a great singer. (It’s completed. He’s dead now)

· Shakira performed in Cairo this year. (The exact time is mentioned – this year).
Present perfect

Important

Although you can learn these basic rules you will find occasions on which they seem to have been broken. This is because the main reason for using either the past simple or present perfect depends on whether or not we see the action as related to the present, even if we do not mention the time:

· ‘Omar’s had an accident!’ – (I see it as something worrying still now because he is not yet better).

· ‘Omar had an accident.’  _ (I don’t see it as a problem now. I think he’s OK now).

Examples

