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Downloadable document – Prepositions of time and saying dates

Prepositions can be a confusing and frustrating part of language learning. Individual prepositions may have more uses than in a learner’s first language, they may also be used in different ways. As a result of this, it can be helpful to break up the study of prepositions into manageable areas of focus, such as those connected with time.

Prepositions of time 

‘at’, ‘in’ and ‘on’  are all common prepositions for talking about time.

· at comes before…

…a time e.g. The bus leaves at 4.15. / I often get up at half-past seven.

(Note: This use of at includes meal times e.g. I saw him at lunchtime.)

…’the weekend’ e.g. They play football together at the weekend. / Did you do anything nice at the weekend?

…a public holiday e.g. I see my family at New Year. / What are you doing at Eid?

· in comes before…
… a part of a day e.g. The library closes in the evening. He usually walks his dog in the morning.

(Note: This doesn’t include ‘night’. With night use ‘at’ e.g. There are lots of events you can go to at night.)

…a ‘long’ period of time ( - weeks, months, seasons, years, decades, centuries). e.g. They moved here in December. / He was very popular in the 1990s.
· on comes before…
…a specific day or date e.g. I’ll give you a ring on Monday. / He was born on 4 July 1970.

…part of a specific day e.g. I’ll see you on Wednesday afternoon. / They’re going out together on Saturday night.
Common time expressions with ‘every’, ‘last’, ‘next’ and ‘this’ do not need a preposition.

e.g. I go swimming every Sunday. (NOT I go swimming on every Sunday.)

They started the business last April. (NOT They started the business in last April.)

I’ll see you again next Tuesday. (NOT I’ll see you again on next Tuesday.)
Saying dates

Learners can have difficulty with dates as there is a big difference between their written and spoken forms.

	Written form
	Spoken form

	1997

2000

2004

18.4.07 or 18/04/07 or

18(th) April (20)07 or

April 18(th) (20)07
	nineteen ninety-seven

two thousand 

two thousand and four

the eighteenth of April, two thousand and seven

or

April the eighteenth, two thousand and seven
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