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Particles in Phrasal Verbs

A particle is either a preposition (from, off, in, to etc) or an adverb (about, up out)

Sometimes the particle has a clear meaning.

Example: 

Paul asked me out    (Paul invited me to go out for the evening)

He turned it off         ( He closed the TV)

Please come in!         (He asked me to go into his office)

The plane took off     ( the plane left the runway [i.e. off the ground])

Other possible meanings: 

1) May include a change of position 

Example:   The book fell off the table (dropped to the ground)

                   The car crashed into the tree (hit the tree)

2) May be added for emphasis. Add  “up” to the following sentences to create emphasis: 

Example: Speak up! I cant hear you (speak louder)

                Hurry up! Everybody’s waiting for you! (move quickly)

3) Another idea; one example is the idea of leaving conveyed in off 

Add off to the correct place in the following sentences

She sent off the letter today

He took off without saying goodbye

We set off on our journey early the next morning

He drove off  suddenly, and the police followed him. 
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